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Hello to all, 

Thank you to all for supporting the Georgia 
Onsite Wastewater Association.  The 
association thrives with member support and 
participation.  We would not be able to make 
a positive impact in the industry without your 
support.  We will continue to grow and 
protect the interest of the industry with 
continued support and participation from all 
of you. 

I am very excited about the second half of this 
year and the oncoming years for our industry.  
2017 is forging along and 2018 will be here 
before we know it with great opportunities.  
New installations are trending up and the 
pumping and repair business continues to be 
prosperous as a result of the rainy weather.  
With good luck, this could be a very profitable 
year for all in our industry. 

We, at GOWA, have been working very hard 
to expand our membership base.  We are 
committed to providing the most informative 
set of CEU classes available.  This can only be 
accomplished with your growing support 
from you the contractor, along with the 
combined assistance from our local, regional, 
and state health officials.   Help us spread the 
word to all industry members. More 
involvement will lead to a greater 
understanding of the needs and opportunities 
we as individuals and as an industry can 
provide.      

We are currently conducting a Septage 
Disposal Survey.  Please take a minute to 
complete.  This is and has been a concern not 
only within your local areas but statewide.  
We want to make sure your needs and 

concerns will be addressed.    Go to our website to 
take the survey at www.onsitewastewater.org. 

Make plans to attend our Annual Conference 
& Exhibit which will be held August 25-26, 
2017, at the University of Georgia Center for 
Continuing Education, Athens, Ga.  This will be a 
great time to receive all of your Continuing 
Education for the year, hear great speakers, see 
exhibits of the latest in products, equipment and 
services.   

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be 
your president this past year.  If there is anything 
we here at GOWA can assist with please do not 
hesitate to call. 

Thank you again. 

Stephen Brown 
Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc.   

The Septic Times is the   official publication of 
the Georgia Onsite  Wastewater Assn. 
(GOWA).  It is published periodically 
throughout the year. 

Statements of fact and  opinion are the  
responsibility of the author and do not 
necessarily represent the views of GOWA or its 
Officers and/or Board of Directors. 

For more information on  advertising or to 
submit articles call: 

Editor Bruce Widener  

The Septic Times 

GOWA, P. O. Box 910, Hartwell, GA 30643  
Ph: 678-646-0379   Fax: 1-866-267-3792  

Email:     
bruce@brucewidener.com     

ashley@ashleywidener.com     
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GOWA Annual Conference & Exhibit 

August 25-26, 2017 
Athens, GA  

UGA  Center for Continuing Education 
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If you are in any way connected to the onsite 
wastewater industry in Georgia, the GOWA 
Annual Conference is a MUST for YOU! 

There will be seminars where you will not only 
earn 8 hours of Continuing Education BUT 
you will also learn a great deal of what is 
happening in your industry and see industry 
exhibits.  See the enclosed agenda for the 
complete program.  

Come see old friends and meet new ones! 

Suppliers can see all the real decision makers 
at one time! In one place! 

Registration Form Enclosed or 
register on-line and pay with 

credit card at 
www.onsitewastewater.org.  

Hotel Deadline July 19! 

The deadline on our room block is July 19 so 
make your reservations ASAP.   

Call 1-800-884-1381 and tell them you want 
the GOWA group room rates which are $109 
to $149. 

Who:     Everyone in the Onsite 
 Wastewater Industry in 

 Georgia 

What:    GOWA Annual Conference 

When:   Aug. 25-26, 2017 

Where:  Ga. Center for Continuing 
 Education  Univ. of Georgia 

       1197 South Lumpkin Street,  
        Athens, GA 30602-3603 

(706) 542-3537
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GOWA is in the process of conducting a 
comprehensive survey on septage disposal.  This 
could be the biggest thing GOWA has ever done 
and the most revealing.   Below are the questions 
we asked.  Go to our website to take the survey at 
www.onsitewastewater.org. 

I was hoping to have hundreds of responses so we 
could get a really good sampling of the problems 
we have with disposal of septage.  But instead we 
had 30 people respond.  To someone outside the 
industry, this might indicate that there is NO 
problem with disposal of septage! 

Be sure to read the letter from 
Athens / Clark Co. about this. 

There is still time to respond to this 
survey.   

Go to www.onsitewastewater.org 
and click where it says “Septage 
Disposal Survey” in the President’s 
letter.  

The questions we asked are: 

1. Are you an installer, pumper, both, a
portable restroom company, or what?
2. Is it a problem for you to dispose of
septage?
3. What is your home county?
4. What Cities / Counties do you have the most
problem disposing of septage?
5. Can you dispose of septage in your home county?
6. Can you dispose of septage in your home city?
7. If you cannot dispose of septage in your home area,
what is the problem?
8. Does your home county/city treatment facility accept
septage from outside their co. or city lines?
9. How does your home county charge?
10. How many gallons can you dispose of in one day at
the treatment facility ?
11. How many gallons can you dispose of in one day
with a hauler you use ?

Septage Disposal Survey 
12. If they charge so much per 1,000 gals, how much do
they charge?
13. If they charge so much per 1,000 gals, how much did
they charge one year ago?
14. Does your home county accept septic only / gray
water only from grease?
15. If they do accept it, do they price it unreasonably high
to discourage you from taking it there?
16. How far do you have to drive to dispose of septage
17. How many gallons of septage on average does your
company pump per day?
18. How many truck loads of septage on average does

your company pump per day? 
19. How do you pay to dispose of
septage?
20. How much do you pay per truck to
dispose of septage per gallon?
21. How much do you pay per truck to
dispose of septage per load?
22. Have you talked to your state
representative and/or state senator
about the problem you are having
disposing of septage?
23. Do you have storage capacity on
site or have to dump what you pump
immediately, or other?

24. What counties do you know that do NOT accept
septage?
25. What cities do you know that do NOT accept
septage?
26. What is your base charge for pumping septage per
1,000 gals?
27. What is your base charge for pumping septage per
1,500 gals?
28. Do you take your septage to: a treatment plant,
another hauler or land apply?
29. On your invoice, do you put how much it costs you to
dispose of the septage?
30. Are you a member of GOWA?
31. If GOWA tried to address this problem in the
Legislature, would you be willing to contribute to a
Legislative Fund to finance it?
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5/16/17  
Dear Mr. Widener,                                                              
I received a copy of your survey and after 
reading through all of the questions, I was 
struck by how very important this 
survey and resulting information is. I am 
not an installer or pumper but I take care 
of our septage-receiving program for the 
Athens-Clarke County Unified 
Government. We receive septic tank and 
portables waste from both inside and 
outside Clarke County. Currently we 
receive between 3.5M and 4M gallons per 
year. I talk with our pumpers as they come 
in generally 2 or 3 times a week. I hear the 
good and the bad from them, what they are 
dealing with in the field, what is good, 
what is not. I hear all of them complaining 
about the problems they are having with 
grease and especially with wipes. Some of 
them talk about spending hours trying to 
punch through the wipes to be able to even 
begin to pump a tank.   
I am also very aware of the fact that few 
facilities accept septic tank or portables 
waste. I have spoken with managers at 
WRFs in many counties and am told septic 
tank waste is not accepted for a variety of 
reasons. On one end of the spectrum, they 
say they are at, or almost at, capacity and 
cannot take the septage. On the other end 
of the spectrum, I hear that their plant got 
so messed up by septage that they couldn’t 
stay in permit so they will never again take 
septage.   
This year I began mapping every address 
manifested on every load disposed of at 
our facility with the exception of 

Septage Survey Response 

portables. It is quite eye opening! This month alone 
we have received loads from septic tanks pumped 
as far away as 75 miles. Currently our prices are 
extremely low ($ .04 in county and $ .10 out of 
county), as we have not changed them since 2002. 
This, however, is in the process of being revisited. I 
am sure we will see a price increase soon. That 
may result in fewer loads from such far away 
counties but we will see.   
I certainly do not know what the answer is but I 
believe there is a huge communication gap in those 
supplying septic tank permits and those governing 
the removal of waste from those same permitted 
septic tanks. Or maybe that’s the issue…. Maybe 
there is no one properly governing that end of the 
process. If we are going to continue to allow septic 
tanks to be installed then we must also, somehow, 
allow for the removal and disposal of that waste. If 
we cannot do that, then why are we still issuing 
septic tank permits? I hear from our pumpers all the 
time that they don’t know what they would do if 
we did not accept septage…. From our county and 
others. So, just how do we get County and State 
Health Departments talking to Utilities Directors to 
work out the issue of “ if we permit the tanks, the 
septage has to be accepted” ?  
Cheryl Shaw, Environmental Sampler,  Athens-
Clarke County Unified Government 

Update: a price increase has been approved and will go 
into effect August 1st. The new prices will be $0.10/
gallon for in county septic tank waste.... $0.30/gallon for 
out of county waste....$0.30/gallon for portables waste 
regardless of point of origin. 
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Adam Stell to joins GDPH 
team as a Land Use Program 

Consultant.   
The Georgia Department of Public Health, 
State Environmental Health Office is pleased to 
have hired Adam Stell to join their team as a Land 
Use Program Consultant.  Adam Stell is a 2004 
Graduate of the University of West Georgia with a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Biology.  He has spent the 
last 12 years working for Public Health as both an 
inspector and supervisor in the Land Use program.  
He has worked for two Boards of Health in the Lagrange and Cobb-Douglas public health districts.  
During his career, he has placed a great emphasis on developing productive relationships with both 
public and private stakeholders in an effort to deliver quality customer service to the citizens of 
Georgia. 

Adam will be assisting the Land Use team with onsite training, product review, updating rules and 
regulations and policy development.  He will also provide technical assistance and guidance to 
county Boards of Health.
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Thursday, August 24, 2017 
10:08 am   Golf tee times. It is MANDATORY that you call and let us know if you are playing 
     No Later Than Aug. 10, when we have to GUARANTEE the times. 
     The charge will be approx. $70 per person.                    
       
5:00 – 6:30 pm   Officers’ and Directors’ meeting     

 
Friday, August 25, 2017 
 7:00 – 8 am      Registration  Continental Breakfast     

  

 8 am – 9 am Session 1:   Dept. of Public Health Update -1 CEU 
     Tom Vanderboom, DPH Land Use Program Consultant 
  
 

9 am – 10:00 am  Session 2:  Low Pressure Distribution / Onsite Carbon Foot Print -1 CEU 
     Dennis Hallahan, Infiltrator Water Technologies 
                          

                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

10:30 – 11:30 Session 3:     Treatment Facility Operation and Septage Impact On It – 1 CEU 
                      Wayne Haynie, Oconee Utility Department 
 

11:30 – 6:00 pm    Exhibits Open 

11:30 – 1:00 pm   Lunch and viewing Exhibits - Exhibits open       
(be sure to get your exhibitor signatures for 1 hr CEU) 

    Lunch Buffet  
See exhibits and have lunch  

  
 

1:00 – 2:00 pm Session 4:     Industry Communication  - 1 CEU   
     Chris Kumnick, Ga Dept. Public Health 
 
 

2:00 – 3:00 pm  Session 5:  Safe Hauling  – 1 CEU   
     GA. Dept. of Public Safety 
 

August 25-26, 2017 
UGA Center for Continuing Education 

Athens, GA 

Tentative AGENDA 
 

Register 

Today! 
See the 

EXHIBITS 

10:00 am – 10:30 am   Break in Exhibit Area  -  

                  Sponsor:  Infiltrator Water  Technologies 

 

Continued on next page 
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3:30 – 4:30 pm Session 6:     Drip Design and Technology – 1 CEU    
         Mike Fugate, Smartwater Solutions Group 
 
 

4:30 – 5:30 pm Session 7:     Beer and Wastewater– 1 CEU    
         Jim King, Eljen Corp. 
 
      

Saturday, August 26, 2017  

 
7:00 – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast      
7:00 – 8:00 am  Registration  
7 am – 1:15 pm  Exhibits open        
  

8 am – 9 am Session 8:       Dept. of Public Health Update– 1 CEU  
     Chris Kumnick, Ga. Dept. of Public Health 
        

 9 am  –10 am Session  9:  Truck Maintenance Tips & Tricks -  1CEU    
Larry Towner, Peach State Trucks 

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
10:30 am – 11:30 am Session 10:  The Importance of    

  Equipment Maintenance– 1 CEU  
          Yancey Bros. Co. 
 
            

11:30 am – 12:30 pm Session 11:  Erosion and Sedimentation Certification Requirements– 1 CEU 
  Benton Ruzowicz, Ga. Soil and Water Conservation Commission  
 

12:30 pm – 1:15 pm   GOWA Business Meeting     
   
1:15 pm  Adjourn  Have a safe trip home!  Hope you learned a lot! Thanks for coming! 
  

 

         

3:00 – 3:30 pm Break                  Refreshment Break Exhibits Open-  

     sponsored by:     Eljen Corp.,   Jim King 

10 am – 10:30 am                    Break in Exhibit Hall  - See the Exhibits     
 SPONSORED BY 

     Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. (ADS) 
 

 

 

   

 

 

Conference Agenda Continued 
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Conference Agenda Continued 
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It’s time to elect new members to the GOWA Board of Directors which will be 
announced this year prior to the Annual Conference, August 25-26.  2017. 

We very much appreciate the members who serve over the years.  They have contributed a great 
deal of time, effort and expense to help advance and improve GOWA and the industry! Be sure to 
express your appreciation to them when you talk to them. 

Members continuing to serve on the Board are: 

Incoming President— Tommy Chambliss, Chambliss Constr Inc, Cataula -land applicator 
Immed.  Past Pres.—Stephen Brown, Advanced Drainage Systems, Warrenton—Supplier 

Jeff Adams  J. L. Adams, Inc., Dewy Rose - land applicator

Barney Allen  Allen’s Electrical & Plbing,  Statesboro - installer

Melinda H. Bailey Environmental Health Mgr, Troup Co. - environmental/regulator

Jan Bentley  Portable Services, Inc. Evans - portable restrooms

Tommy Chambliss Chambliss Constr., Inc., Cataula  - land applicator

Dwayne Crocker Crocker Septic Tanks, Kathleen, GA - installer

Kirk Hall  Riverbend Soil Consulting, Rome  - soil scientist

Harold Welchel  Welchel Plumbing, Canton  - installer

Matt Vinson  Natural Systems Utilities, Eatonton - installer

Don Wolf Dad’s Septic & Well Svc Ellenwood - installer

The nominees for this year are listed below.  Each active GOWA member whose dues are current is 
allowed one ballot.  Please indicate the 3 candidates of your choice (or write in another candidate).  
These members will serve on the board for the 2017-2019 term of office. 
Official Ballot— Vote for 3 of these

 Susan Taylor Taylor Septic and Drain Solutions, Macon  - Installer
 Terri Wigley Pit Stop, Marietta   - Port. Rest. 
 John Ford Infiltrator Systems, Inc., Social Circle  - Manufacturer 
 Write in: ________________________________________________________

Mail ballot to the GOWA office at P. O. Box 910, Hartwell, GA 30643 before noon on Aug. 12 
(Ballots must be RECEIVED by this date.)  Results will be announced at the Conference.   The 3 
candidates receiving the most votes will be elected to a three-year term.  One ballot per 
member.  

Do not sign your name to this form.  

GOWA 2017 Election of Directors

GOWA  - Ga. Onsite Wastewater Association June / July, 2017 
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Presby ad reced 

1/2 page pdf. 

2017 

GOWA Annual Conference & Exhibit 2017 

August 25-26, Athens, GA 
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1/2 page pdf. 

2017 

GOWA Annual Conference & Exhibit 2017 

August 25-26, Athens, GA 
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Reg Form members 

Pdf done 

GOWA’s 20th Annual Conference & 
Onsite Management System Industry Exhibits 

August 25-26, 2017 
UGA Center for Continuing Education 

Athens, GA 

Company: ________________________________________ website: ________________________________ 
 

Contact Person: ____________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address: __________________________ City: _______________ ST: ______ Zip: ______________ 
 

Phone: (______)______________________ Cell: (_____)_______________ Fax: (_____)________________ 
 

Persons Attending: Please print as you would like your name badge to read.  Copy for additional attendees. Include 
the last 4 digits of their Social Security # to insure that they received credit for their Continuing Education Hours. 
 

1. _____________________________(last 4 SS#) ____________           2._________________________ (last 4 SS#)__________  
 

Hotel:  Conference Registration fees do NOT include the cost of your hotel room.  Please see Hotel and camping information on the Conference notice.  There are 
a couple different options for you to consider. The cut off date for our room block at the Hotels is May 6 After that room may not be available. 

               

                              Non                      Non                              Non 
                    Member   Member    Member    Member      Member    Member 
 

Full Conference: Includes CE, seminars, handouts,                    __   @    $195      $250        $225       $295     $250       $325  
    exhibits, Friday lunch, Sat. Brkft and all breaks & materials 
 

Friday ONLY:  Includes CE, seminars, handouts, exhibits,                 __   @    $155  $210       $180 $225     $195      $250 
     lunch, all breaks & materials for Friday ONLY 
 

Saturday ONLY  Includes CE, seminars, handouts,                        __   @    $125   $175      $150 $195     $175      $225 
     Sat. breakfast, all breaks, materials and exhibits 
 

State Employee—Full Registration Includes same as Full    __   @    $225   $225      $245 $245     $250      $250 
     Conference Reg. above PLUS GOWA Membership 
 
 

Guest / Spouse Full Registration: Includes all breaks for  ..    __   @     $125   $150      $145 $175    $155      $195 
     Friday and Saturday, lunch Fri., brkf Sat. but NO CE     

Upgrade Your Membership! (Please consider this!) 
     If you would like to upgrade to a Company Membership or prepay your  
     GOWA membership dues/investment, please indicate which one you would like: 
    Bronze   Co. Membership includes 2 individual memberships           @     $100   $100      $100 $100     
    Silver     Co. Membership includes 3 individual memberships           @     $250   $250      $250 $250     
    Gold       Co. Membership includes 4 individual memberships               @     $500        $500      $500 $500     
    Platinum Co. Membership includes 5 individual memberships            @  $1,000     $1,000   $1,000     $1,000     
 

Add 3% if paying by credit card ……… ………………………………………       3%    $_______ 
 
 

Total Amount Enclosed ……………………………………………………………………                   $______                         

Early Bird Reg. 
Before July 19 

 Registration Fee 
After July 19 TOTAL Registration Fees 

 

Hotel room not included in Conference Registration 

(Remember you can register & pay on line. Go to www.onsitewastewater.org.) 
Mail completed form with check (payable to GOWA) 
Mail completed form to: GOWA, P. O. Box 910, Hartwell, GA 30643.   
Enclosed: check    
 
If you want to make payment by credit card, please register online at www.onsitewastewater.org. 

Questions: Email ashley@ashleywidener.com, fax 866-267-3792 or call 678-646-0369. 
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REGISTER & MAKE PAYMENT ON-LINE!  Go to www.onsitewastewater.org and click “Annual Meeting”. 

Reg Fee 
At the Door 

Call the hotel at 1-800-884-1381 Room rate $109.  Use code 88456 
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Exhibitor registration 

pdf 

GOWA’s 20th Annual Conference & Exhibit 
August 25-26, 2017 

UGA Center For Continuing Education, Athens, GA 

Company: _________________________________________________ website: _____________________________________  

Contact Person: ___________________________________ Email: _______________________________________________  

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________ City: _______________ ST: ______ Zip: __________  

Phone: (______)_______________________ Cell: (_____)___________________ Fax: (_____)_________________________  

Persons Attending:  Please print as you would like your name badge to read. Copy form for additional names.  
1.__________________________________2.________________________________      See Fee for additional attendees after 2.  

 
 
 
 
   
 

 
Exhibit space is 10’ X 10’ with one 8 ft table and 2 chairs                 Member   Non Mem.     Member     Non Mem. 
If you need additional space, you will need an additional exhibit space.  
 
Exhibit Indoor: Includes two full Conf. Registrations $575 $700 $600 $750                $ 
    Which includes  Friday lunch, Sat. Brkft and all break s 
Exhibit 2nd Indoor: after purchasing 1st Exhibit:  $375 $500 $400 $550                $ 
     (includes one addition Full Conference Registration) 
Exhibit Outside Only (WITHOUT indoor Exhibit):  $575 $700 $600 $750                $ 
 
Exhibit Outside in addition to Indoor Exhibit:  $375 $500 $400 $550                $ 
 
Exhibitor Additional Attendees after first two:  $100 $125 $125 $150                $ 
      Includes Friday lunch, Sat. Brkft and all breaks. 
NON EXHIBITING Supplier 1st person:  $295 $350 $350 $400                        $ 
      Includes Friday lunch, Sat. Brkft and all breaks. 
NON EXHIBITING Supplier after first person:  $100 $125 $125 $150                $ 
      Includes Friday lunch, Sat. Brkft and all breaks. 
Upgrade Your Membership!  Please consider this! 
Suppliers are especially encouraged to join as a Corp. Member rather than the $30 individual membership. If you would like to  
upgrade or prepay your GOWA membership to a Corp. Membership, please indicate which one you would like. You will then  
receive the discounts listed above and other individual memberships. The $30 membership is for individual installer members. 
 Bronze  Corp. Membership (Incl: 2 indiv. Memberships) $100 $100 $100 $100                 $ 
 Silver  Corp. Membership (Incl: 3 indiv. Memberships) $250 $250 $250 $250                 $ 
 Gold  Corp. Membership (Incl: 4 indiv. Memberships) $500 $500 $500 $500                 $ 
 Platinum Corp. Membership (Incl: 5 indiv. Memberships)   $1,000        $1,000         $1,000        $1,000                 $ 
 
 
Total Amount Enclosed:                       $                                              
Other:  For electricity, phone line, internet, etc. other charges may apply.        Email ashley@ashleywidener.com. 
Would you like to:   Donate a Door Prize?    Sponsor coffee break, lunch, other?     Advertise in the Newsletter / Program? 
   Email or call bruce@brucewidener.com or 678-646-0379.  

 
You may register & make payment on-line by going to www.onsitewastewater.org or mail completed form with 
check (payable to GOWA) or fax your registration to 1-866-267-3792. Mail completed form to: GOWA, P. O. Box 910, 
Hartwell, GA 30643 Enclosed: check        Credit Card charge available for on line registration. 
 
 

Questions: Email ashley@ashleywidener.com, fax 1-866-267-3792 or call 678-646-0369 
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Early Registration 
Discount 
Before  
July 19 

Registration 
After  

July 19  
TOTAL 

EXHIBIT  
FEES 

REGISTER & MAKE PAYMENT ON-LINE!  Go to www.onsitewastewater.org and click “Annual Meeting”. 

Hotel Room Block deadline July 19.  Call 1-800-884-1381 to reserve your room. 



GOWA  - Ga. Onsite Wastewater Association June / July, 2017 

GOWA Board of Directors meet  
to discuss important industry and 

association business 
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The GOWA Officers and 
Directors meet each 
quarter  to discuss  
business that is 
important to the onsite 
industry and the 
association.  These 
meetings are open to all 
members.  Please let us 
know if you would like 
to be notified of when 
we meet.  

Pictured Above  L to R: GOWA Director John Ford, 
Infiltrator Water Technologies and GOWA President 
Susan Taylor, Taylor Services Restrooms 2 Go. 

Pictured on the right: VP Stephen Brown, Plastic 
Tubing Industries; Bruce Widener, GOWA Exec. Dir. 
And Treasurer Mike Fugate, Smart Water Solutions. 

Pictured below L to R: Directors  Harold Welchel, 
Welchel Plumbing; Dart Kendall, Advanced Septic,; 
Sec. Terri Wigley, Pit Stop; and  Director John Ford, 
Infiltrator Water Technologies 
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Due to the high cost of printing and 
mailing this newsletter, only one copy is 
sent per company.  Please  pass this 
around for others to see. Thank you very 
much for your understanding. 

Register TODAY for  
GOWA Annual 

Conference! 
8 hrs of Continuing 

Education! 

Ph:  678-646-0379 
Fax:  1-866-267-3792 
Email:   bruce@brucewidener.com 
 ashley@ashleywidener.com  
Website: www.onsitewastewater.org 

GOWA 
GA Onsite Wastewater Assn. 
P. O. Box 910 
Hartwell, GA 30643 

Don’t miss the great exhibits! 
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